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the divine right of patrons. His dictionary
was the sign of literary emancipation; it
was the witness to an intellectual freedom
which might be in alliance with govern-
ment, but could not be its tool. The his-
tory of English literature since that date is
a democratic history. Webster, on his part,
was the prophet of a national independence,
in which language and literature were in-
volved as inseparable elements. To him
books were neither the production nor the
possession of a class, but necessarily inci-
dent to the life of a free people. Hence, in
his citation of American authorities, he is
undaunted by the paucity of purely liter-
ary men ; law reports and state documents
answer his purpose as well. He saw litera-
ture as the accompaniment of self-govern-
ment, and the dictionary in his eyes was a
vast school-book, not a thesaurus of litera-
ture.

I can hardly expect my readers to follow
me patiently through a close examination of
the successive editions of Webster's large
dictionary, and I have no such high opinion
of my own patience as to suppose that I
should continue on the road after my read-